ADONIS IN CYPRUS

BOOK I

Naturally the Semitic colonists brought their gods with
them from the mother-land. They worshipped BaaJ of the
Lebanon,* who may well have been Adonis, and at Amathus
on the south coast they instituted the rites of Adonis and
Aphrodite, or rather Astarte.2 Here, as at Byblus, these
rites resembled the Egyptian worship of Osiris so closely
that some people even identified the Adonis of Amathus
with Osiris.3 The Tyrian Melcarth or Moloch was also
worshipped at Amathus,4 and the tomDs discovered in the
neighbourhood prove that the city remained Phoenician to
a late period.5

Kingdom           But the great seat of the worship of Aphrodite and

of Paphos. Aclonis in Cyprus was Paphos on the south-western side of
the island. Among the petty kingdoms into which Cyprus
was divided from the earliest times until the end of the fourth
century before our era Paphos must have ranked with the best.
It is a land of hills and billowy ridges, diversified by fields
and vineyards and intersected by rivers, which in the course
of ages have carved for themselves beds of such tremendous
depth that travelling in the interior is difficult and tedious.
The lofty range of Mount Olympus (the modern Troodos),
capped with snow the greater part of the year, screens Paphos
from the northerly and easterly winds and cuts it off from the
rest of the island. On the slopes of the range the last pine-
woods of Cyprus linger, sheltering here and there monasteries

amongst them the most obvious is the
Cyprian syllabary, the characters of
which are neither Phoenician nor Greek
in origin. See P. Gardner, op. cit. pp.

154, 173-175. 178^-

1 G. A. Cooke, Text-Book of North-
Semitic Inscriptions, No. II, p. 52.

J Stephanas Byzantius, s.v. 'A^ta-
0oDs; Pausanias, ix. 41. 2 sq. Ac-
cording to Pausanias, there was a
remarkable necklace of green stones
and gold in the sanctuary of Adonis
and Aphrodite at Amathus. The
Greeks commonly identified it with
the necklace of Harmonia or Eriphyle.
A terra-cotta statuette of Astarte,
found at Amathus (?), represents her
wearing a necklace which she touches
with one hand. See L. P. di Cesnola,

Cyprus (London, 1877), p. 275. The
scanty ruins of Amathus occupy an
isolated hill beside the sea. Among
them is an enormous stone jar, half
buried in the earth, of which the four
handles are adorned with figures of
bulls. It is probably of Phoenician
manufacture. See L. Ross, Rtisen nach
JCos, Halikamassos, Rhodes undder Instl
Cypern (Halle, 1852), pp. 168 sqq.
3  Stephanus Byzantius, s.v. 'ApaQous.
For the relation of Adonis to Osiris at
Byblus see below, vol. ii pp. 9 sg.t
22 sq,) 127.
4  Hesychius, s.v. MdXuta.
6 L. P. di Cesnola, Cyprits, pp.
254-283 ; G. Perrot et Ch. Chipiez,
Histoirc dc FArt dans PAntiguitf,
Hi. (Paris, 1885) pp. 216-222.